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“International Day of Peace” was adopted by the United Nations as a day on which the 
world’s citizens are invited to do something to try to bring world peace one step closer,  
but International Peace Day 2007 passed with scant notice by the news media in UK. Here 
are some extracts from the UN website at  - www.un.org/events/peaceday/2007. 

"Peace is the United Nations’ highest calling"  
said Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon 

“It defines our mission, drives our discourse, draws together all our world wide work, from 
peacekeeping and preventive diplomacy to promoting human rights and development.”   
The International Day of Peace was established in 1981 by the United Nations as an an-
nual observance of global non-violence and ceasefire. Every year, people in all parts of the 
world honour peace in various ways on 21 September.  
The United Nations General Assembly adopted resolutions in 1981 and 2001 establishing 
the International Day of Peace and urging “all nations and people” to  commemorate the 
Day as an opportunity to promote peaceful resolutions 
of conflicts and to honour a cessation of hostilities   dur-
ing that day. 
In 2007, for example, the UN Security Council         de-
ployed a record number of peacekeepers to 19 peace 
operations around the world. More than 100,000 blue 
berets and civilian staff are serving in the field to build 
and keep peace. 
“On this International Day, let us promise to make 
peace not just a priority, but a passion”, the Secretary-
General has said - 
“Let us pledge to do more, wherever we are, in what-
ever way we can, to make every day a day of peace.” 
 

Reading these words, an authentic Christian believer will recall the teaching of Jesus 
Christ that His followers are to be makers of peace (Mt 5:9 ). This takes constant vigilance 
and care in daily contacts with people to apply teachings of the scriptures which are rele-
vant to this task. A few examples follow. Readers will be able to supply many more:- 
 

Prov 15:1-2:“Avoid arguments; Prevention is better than cure. Make wise use of Bible-             
 - knowledge. 
Prov 16:32:  “Self-control often involves emotional control. 
Prov 26:4-5: “To speak or not to speak needs great wisdom to know which course to take”. 
 Abraham Lincoln is quoted as saying: “Better to hold peace and be thought a 
 fool, rather than open the mouth and remove doubt.”  (See also:Pr 17:27-28) 
Prov18:12-13:Humility is an aid to making peace.   
Phil 2:3-4:These two verses succinctly express basic qualities of a peace-making Christian 
     (verse 5  summarizes the source).   
Col 3:12-15: Another group of precepts to help us to be makers of peace.  
     Verse15 instructs to “…let the peace of God rule …”  The word translated as ‘rule’  
 implies that of an umpire which decides and settles questions which arise.  Thus in a 
 situation which involves dealing with others we can test our words and action against 
 the question: “Will this make peace or not?” 
Reading the above may bring to mind the closing lines of a song which was popular many 
years ago: “Let there be peace on earth... and let it begin wit h me.” 

International Day of Peace - 21st September 2007 
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If you have a question about a particu-
lar passage of scripture or an aspect of 
church teaching or church practice, 
then send it in to us and we will seek to 
answer it for you. 
 

Question - In Daniel 10:13 - Why did 
the Prince of the Persian kingdom  
resist Gabriel for twenty one days? - 
and why did Michael need to help him? 
Answer 
This is one of those rare passages that 
throws open a window onto the spirit 
realm normally hidden from our view.   
 

Through Daniel, we are given a brief 
insight into the way in which spiritual 

forces often lie behind the struggle for 
power between nations and kingdoms.   
 

Angelic beings are seen as having  
direct influence over the affairs of men.  
Chapter 10 of Daniel’s prophecy sets 
the scene for the final vision of the 
book and informs us that Daniel has 
been fasting and praying for a period of 
three weeks.  We are not told why, but 
it seems most likely that Daniel was 
fasting and praying for God to        
intercede on behalf of the exiles in 
Jerusalem, whose work of rebuilding 
the city and its temple had come to an 
abrupt end due to strong opposition 
from the Samaritans who had appealed 
to the Persian court to have the work 
stopped (Ezra 4:11-12). 
 

In Daniel 10:13, Daniel is told by the   
heavenly messenger, possibly Gabriel 
(Dan.8:16+9:21) or the Son of Man 
himself (Dan.10:6, Rev 1:13), sent as a 
direct result of Daniel’s prayer, that he 
had been prevented from coming by 
the ‘Prince of Persia’ for twenty one 
days (the same period of time that 
Daniel had been fasting).   
Notice that it is the ‘Prince’ not the 
‘king’ of Persia that is being referred to 

(i.e. another ruler other than the earthly 
one).  It seems that a powerful angelic 
figure, perhaps aided by other rebel 
sp i r i ts ,  had been profoundly            
influencing events at the Persian court 
and that this had to be dealt with before 
the messenger could come to comfort 
Daniel and bring a revelation of good 
things to come.  
 

The situation was so serious that     
Michael, Israel’s very own ‘Prince’,
(Daniel 10:21,+12:1) has come to the 
aid of this messenger and both have 
successfully removed the rebel spirits 
and are now directly influencing events 
themselves.   
 

Things are about to change for the ex-
iles, which is good news for Daniel. 
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work for good for those who love him”, 
having “foreknown, predestined, called, 
justified, honoured and glorified his   
chosen ones”.  
We were reminded of examples in the 
old and new testament and from modern 
times, that the “pure joy we should feel 
when we face trials” as James 1:2 tells 
us, is best revealed with the benefit of 
forward vision or hindsight, by seeing 
our trials in the light of the great benefits 
that will be gained from God’s leader-
ship, direction and ever-presence in our 
lives, and in the sure knowledge that 
God will cause “everything to work out 
for good” in the end. 
Through the example of Joseph, we 
were given renewed insight into God’s 
preplanning and moulding of our lives, 
seeing that God’s ‘fingerprints’ were 
ever-present in Joseph’s life, from the 
timing of his brother’s betrayal and of 
the passing spice-train of merchants that 
bought him, then sold him as a slave in 
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It was a great pleasure, as always, to 
welcome and hear another very       
encouraging message from our prior 
pastor Mr Robert Harrison at our     
service on the 1stof September. 
He reminisced and shared some of his 
fondest memories of his earlier years 
as pastor of the Liverpool church in the 
1980’s and 90’s. 
His message of the day, on the benefits 
of “Hindsight and Holding-On”-to our 
faith in God - was an inspiration to all, 
as he expounded on the Romans 8:28 
principle that “God causes all thing to 
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Egypt, where God would train and 
mould him into a great leader of 
Egypt, and ultimately reunite him 
there with his father and family.  
 

How could Joseph have ever foreseen 
where his betrayals and trials would 
lead, or the great heights he would 
attain through Gods leadership? – 
Only through vision and foresight, 
and with the benefit of hindsight. 
 

We too can gain joy from our own 
trials through foreword vision, hind-
sight and the certain knowledge that 
God will make all things work for our 
good if we truly love him.  
 

What an encouraging lesson. We all 
look forward to hearing more from 
Mr.Harrison on his return to         
Liverpool in the near future. 
 

Mr.Harrison’s sermon is available for 
all to replay on our website at: 

www.LiverpoolChurch.org.uk.  
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Men of Few Words 
Three boys in the schoolyard were bragging 
about their fathers.  
 

The first boy says-"My Dad scribbles a few 
words on a piece of paper, he calls it a poem 
and they give him £100."   
The second boy says-"That's nothing. My Dad 
scribbles a few words on a piece of  paper,    
he calls it a song and they give him £200."  
 

The third boy says, "I’ve got you both beat. 
My Dad scribbles a few words on a piece of 
paper, calls it a sermon, and it takes eight 
people to collect all the money!"  
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Blooming Good 
There is an old vaudeville joke about 
an avid gardener meticulously tend-
ing his immaculate garden, when the 
vicar passes by and comments 
patronisingly -      
- Isn’t it wonderful what the Lord can 
do in a garden.”  
- whereupon the incensed gardener 
replies - 
-“You ought to have seen it when He 
had it to Himself!” 
 

There is actually a deep truth in that statement, in that God can make a garden beauti-
ful, but he needs our co-operation to do it. 
God has all the ability to create beautiful flowers, plants, trees and foliage which we 
couldn’t create on our own. But, unless we are willing to prepare the ground, nurture 
the seeds, plant them and prevent weeds from growing and choking them, we cannot 
expect to see the beauty of those creations. 
In the same way, we can be beautiful to the Lord, but we must be willing to be pruned, 
through reading and learning from God’s word. 
If we live our lives to please ourselves we can become so choked up by the cares and 
problems of the world that we lose all evidence of the beauty of God in our lives. 
 

We need to submit to God entirely, so that he can shape us and prepare us to produce 
good fruit. This isn’t just a once and for all clean-out, but an ongoing process. 

by Fiona Castle - wife of Roy Castle. 

If I could catch a rainbow, 
I would do it just for you, 
And share with you it’s beauty, 
On the days you’re feeling blue. 
 

If I could build a mountain, 
That you could call your own, 
A place to find serenity, 
A place to be alone. 
 

If I could take your troubles, 
I would toss them in the sea, 
But all these things I’m finding, 
Are impossible for me. 
 

I cannot build a mountain, 
Nor catch a rainbow fair, 
But let me be what I know best, 
A friend that’s always there. 
                         Submitted by Ron Gregory 

  If I Could.. 

It’s the Vicar and a Hell’s-Angel, They said: “Do 
you want the good news or the bad news first?” 

Within five minutes an old rusty car pulled up, with a dirty, greasy, 
bearded man at the wheel.  
The man got out of his car and asked her if he could help.   
She said, "Yes, my daughter is very sick so I stopped to get her some 
medicine and locked my keys in the car. I must get home to her. Please, 

can you use this hanger to unlock my car?"  
He said "Sure!". He walked over to the car, 
and in less than a minute he had the opened.  
She hugged the man and through her tears she 
said, "Thank You So Much! You are a very 
nice man."  
The man replied, "Lady, I am not a nice man. 
I just got out of prison. I was in for car theft 
and  I’ve only been out for an hour."  
The woman hugged the man again and with 
sobbing tears cried out loud, "Oh, thank you 
Lord! You even sent me a Professional!"  

Answered Prayer 
A woman at work received a phone call that her 
daughter was very sick with a fever, so she left work 
and parked at the chemist shop to buy some medicine.  
She returned to her car and found that she had locked 
her keys in the car.  
She didn't know what to do, so she called home and 
told the baby sitter what had happened.  
The baby sitter told the woman that her daughter’s 
fever was getting worse, but said -"Try to find a coat 
hanger to use to open the door."  
The woman looked around and found an old rusty coat 
hanger on the ground,  possibly left by someone else 
who had locked their own keys in the car.   
She looked at the coathanger and said, "What am I 
supposed to do with this?" - then bowed her head and 
asked God to send her some help.   
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by insects; and it grows faster 
than any surrounding weeds. 
Therefore, it doesn’t require 
large volumes of agricultural 
chemicals to grow. 
What is more, you can obtain 
three times more hemp fibre 
than cotton fibre from any 
given acre of land. 
With lower impacts on    en-
ergy and water than all other 
fibres, the eco-credentials of 
hemp are   excellent. 
Hemp does not fare badly 
from a technical point of view 
either: 
New techniques have been 
found to soften the courseness 
of hemp fibre. 
Hemp is four times stronger 
and twice as resistant to abra-
sion than cotton. 
It is less prone to shrinkage 
and fades less in sunlight 
You might therefore assume 
that hemp is hugely expensive, 

Whenever I hear all 
the virtues of h e m p ,      
I wonder why we don’t 
grow more of it. 
This does not mean that I am a 
marijuana smoker. You would 
have to smoke a room full of 
this kind of hemp to experi-
ence any kind of ‘high’. 
On the contrary, my interest in 
hemp is that it has such green-
appeal. 
Hemp is one of the most ro-
bust crops grown anywhere. 
It doesn’t mind whether it is 
hot or cold; it is not plagued 
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DATE SUBJECT SPEAKER 
 

6th October Subject to be announced Richard Dempsey 

13th October Subject to be announced David Boardman  

20th October “God is Love” video by Dr Joseph Tkach Maggie Mitchell 

27th October No service in Liverpool 
(2-day Ministerial Leadership Conference in Luton) 

 

Nov 3rd Subject to be announced Robert Harrison 

Nov 10th Combined Service Phil Lewis 

Nov 17th Subject to be announced Roger Clarke 

Nov 24th Lord’s Supper / Communion  Edna Willis (Short Sermon) 
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As a brief reminder in these 
difficult times - 
We all need to continue to pray 
for Gods help, healing and 
intervention in the current 
world situation of terrorism, 
wars, floods, famines, droughts 
and disasters; and for God to 
guide all world leaders and our 
own church leadership to make 
all the right decisions both here 
and around the world. 
 

We need  to continue to pray for 
David Silcox and  
Bill Adlington’s recovery. 
For God’s healing and help for 
Val Carol and Peter. 
Don Birch, and May. 
Tom Jones. 
Di Batty. 
Joyce Gregory. 
Joan Critchett (ex.Handforth); 
All  our brethren in North Wales;  
and Sally and John Noble. 

so may be surprised to learn 
that it is 30percent cheaper 
than ordinary cotton and 70 
percent cheaper than organic 
cotton. 
Hemp can therefore be grown 
inexpensively,      harvested 
easily, used for making paper 
and the  strongest of ropes,  as 
well as the most long lasting     
clothing and the most      ef-
fective medicines that our 
planet can provide. 
The only thing preventing 
hemp from becoming more 
widely used is that too many 
industries would lose too 
much to allow the world to 
turn to this simple plant which 
can be grown almost any-
where. Just another example 
of how personal greed re-
places common sense in the 
conduct of human affairs. 

Submitted by Joyce Gregory 
Based on the views of two  

books on the subject 


