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     “Great is Thy Faithfulness”  
         Bridlington Church Festival 
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This years autumn festival in Bridlington was enjoyed in beautiful weather and surroundings by 
over 100 attendees. The warm friendly atmosphere reflected the theme of the festival -“Great is Thy 
Faithfulness”(from Lamentations 3:23). Subjects covered in sermons, seminars and workshops at 
Bridlington and Paignton, including Servant Leadership, Christian Marriage, Paul’s Ministry,       
Theology of Worship, the Song of Solomon, and Principles of Public Speaking, together with     
enjoyable fellowship opportunities, all helped us to reflect our joy in Christ Jesus, as exhorted in          
I Thes 5:16-18 “Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
God’s will for you in Christ Jesus”. Many of the festival sermons and seminars will be available  
from the website at: www.wcg.org.uk.       Submitted from Edna Willis, Margaret Gibson and In-Touch Magazine. 



 
If you have a question about a particu-
lar passage of scripture or an aspect 
of church teaching or church practice, 
then send it in to us and we will seek 
to answer it for you. 
 

Question -  
In Colossians 1:23,  Paul says that the 
gospel has been proclaimed “to every 
creature under heaven” – The use of 
the past tense could be taken to imply 
that the gospel has already been     
proclaimed to everyone.   
Why does he use this expression? 
 

Answer - 
Paul’s employment of this phrase 
shows how Jesus’ prophecy concerning 
the proclamation of the gospel has al-
ready been fulfilled.  Jesus had said, in 
Acts 1:8 “But you shall receive power, 
after the Holy Spirit is come upon you: 
and you shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.”  So Jesus described 
the proclamation of the gospel as a 
three stage process, beginning with 
Jerusalem and Judea, then progressing 
to Samaria and finally going out to the 
whole world.   
Paul’s expression reveals that this 
prophecy of Jesus has already come to 
pass.  The gospel which was first 
preached locally, to the Jews in Judea 
and then to the neighbouring Samari-

tans, has now gone out to every crea-
ture under heaven (in other words ‘to 
the whole world’ or ‘to everyone’).   
In short, Paul is saying that the gospel 
is no longer being preached to Jews 
only (as was the case initially) but to 
all men everywhere, or, as he puts it, 
“ to every creature under heaven”.    

Earlier, in verse 6, Paul talked of the 
gospel: “which has come to you, just 
as in all the world also it is constantly 
bearing fruit and increasing, even as it 
has been doing in you also since the 
day you heard of it and understood the 
grace of God in truth”.   
Paul is expressing the same thought in 
verse 23 (i.e. that the gospel has now 
gone out into all the world). 
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- water baptism “signifies a believer’s 
repentance and acceptance of Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour…” and is               
“…a participation in the death and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ.”   
However, if water baptism is not signify-
ing something which has already occurred 
in the believer’s heart, then it becomes an 
empty ritual. 
“Baptism of the spirit and fire…” contin-
ues our ‘Statement of Beliefs’ - “…refers 
to the regenerating and purifying work of 
the Holy Spirit.” 
So John’s baptism provided a way in 
which Jews could openly express their 
desire to make changes in their lives and 
witness to those around them that they 
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Question - 
Does Acts 11:15-16 prove that people 
who are baptised with water are not   
necessarily baptised with the Holy Spirit? 
Answer - 
These verses form part of Peter’s defence 
of receiving uncircumcised Gentiles into 
the church.  Circumcision, like water 
baptism, was a physical outward sign.  
However, Peter tells the apostles and 
brethren in Jerusalem that when the Holy 
Sprit fell upon them (the Gentiles) “as 
upon us also in the beginning”, he re-
called how Jesus has said “John indeed 
baptised with water but you shall be bap-
tised with the Holy Spirit.”   
For Christians, water baptism is an out-
ward expression of our decision to follow 
Christ and is intended as a witness of the 
fact that our allegiances have changed.  
We no longer regard ourselves as our 
own, or   anybody else’s for that matter, 
but Christ’s. 
According to the ‘Statement of Beliefs of 
the Worldwide Church of God’ - which 
is available from the Liverpool Church     
website at www.liverpoolchurch.org -       
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were turning to God, but lacked any 
knowledge of Jesus’ saving work or any 
personal commitment to following Him. 
Christian baptism is different because it 
signifies a personal commitment to  
Jesus himself who died and rose again 
so that we could become ‘a new           
creature’ (2 Corinthians 5:17) through 
the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, which 
is promised to all those who genuinely 
believe. 
Without faith in Jesus and a commit-
ment to follow him, there can be no 
work of regeneration.   
Water baptism of itself cannot bring 
about the work of regeneration, but the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit can and does.   
Water baptism is an outward sign (or a 
witness) to the fact that we have come to 
believe that Jesus is “both Lord and 
Christ" (Acts 2:36). 
Therefore, Paul tells us that we are 
“buried with him (Christ) in baptism, 
wherein also, you are risen with him 
through the faith of the operation of 
God, who has raised him from the dead. 
(Colossians 2:12). 
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Near Death Experience 
A middle-aged woman has a heart attack and is taken to the hospital. While on the 
operating table she has a near death experience.  During that experience she sees God 
and asks if this is it?  God says “no” and explains that she has another 30 years to live.  
Upon her recovery she decides to just stay in the hospital and have a face lift, liposuc-
tion, breast augmentation, tummy tuck, etc. She even has someone come in and 
change her hair colour.  She figures since she's got another 30 years she might as well 
make the most of it.  
She walks out of the hospital after the last operation, then is killed by an ambulance 
speeding by.  She arrives in front of God and complains, "I thought you said I had 
another 30 years." - 
                                     -  God replied  - "Oh! - Yes I did - but I didn't recognize you."  
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Italian Church Festival 2007 
Faith Today – the Italian Festival 
Bill Adlington, who has been a regular atten-
dee at the Italian festival, was sorry to miss 
the 2007 convention due to his recent       
incapacity. 
Bill, who receives regular updates from 
friends in Italy as well as from the Italian 
National Director, Daniel Boesch, tells us 
that around 90 members from all over Italy 
gathered for the 2007 festival which took 
place in Alghero, on the island of Sardinia, 
from  25th August to 1st September.  
The theme of the Festival was “Faith Today”.  

During the various worship services, prayer 
meetings, celebrations of the Lord’s Supper 
and ‘praise and worship’ evenings that took 
place, attendees were reminded of the fact 
that Jesus Christ is both the author and   
perfector of our faith and that without faith 
we simply cannot please God. 
The  special  guest  speaker  this  year  was      
Mr. John Halford. 
Festival participants really enjoyed and   
valued the spiritual edification they received 
and the warm fellowship that took place.  

A kind churchgoing family took a 
girl who was visiting them to a 
church service with them. 
 

She had never been to church in her 
life before, but seemed to enjoy the 
experience. 
 

Afterwards, after returning home, 
they asked the girl what she thought 
about the service. 
 

She said that she had liked it, but 
she was confused about just one 
thing… 
 

She asked why the “whole west 
coast” was not included? 
 

Nobody in the family understood 
what she was talking about - so 
when they asked her what she 
meant, she explained that - 
 

- “The man in the front kept talking 
about the Father, the Son and the 
Whole East Coast”. 
 

     Submitted by Ron Gregory,  from the book - 
“Humorous Illustrations for Public Speaking”  

by Michael E Hodgin  

 

Miss Interpretation 

When he died and arrived at Heaven's gate, St. Peter asked 
him what was in the suitcase.   
He told St.Peter that down on earth he had been a millionaire 
and that God had given him permission to bring some of his 
fortune with him, as long as he could fit it into one suitcase.  

Saint Peter told the millionaire this 
was most unusual and he would have 
to take a look inside the suitcase  
before he could determine whether 
the millionaire could enter the gate 
with it.  
 

The millionaire opened the suitcase 
and St. Peter said — "Oh, yes. That's 
alright, it’s just pavement. Please 
come in!"  

From Richard Dempsey 

A millionaire wanted take some of his money to heaven with 
him when he died, so he talked to God about it beforehand.  
He told God that he had lived a good life and all he wanted 
was to bring a little of his fortune with him.   
God finally agreed, but told the millionaire he must limit the 
amount to whatever he could fit into one 
single suitcase.  
The millionaire decided to make the most of 
it by comparing Pounds Stirling, American 
dollars, French Francs, Japanese Yen, and 
every other kind of currency available in the 
world, to make sure that he could fit the 
most amount of money into the suitcase.  
Finally, he decided the best he could do was 
to exchange his money for gold and place 
that in the suitcase.  



Worldwide Church of God - Liverpool  
Contacts:-   Richard Dempsey,  
  38 Orwell Rd, Liverpool, L4 1RQ. 
  Phone:0151 933 6691 or 07971997619 
  Email:richard.dempsey@merseymail.com 
Alan Sumner: Phone: 07738157446. 
               Email: alansumner@aol.com 
Phil Lewis:      Phone: 07960997812 
              Email:phillewis15@hotmail.com 
Our Worldwide Church Websites are:- 
USA: www.wcg.org.   UK: www.wcg.org.uk 
Local website:  -   www.liverpoolchurch.org 

Subjects covered were - 

Saturday 27th 
Dr Michael Faezell:  
“The Trinity, What Difference 
Does it Make?” and - 
Dr Joseph Tkach:  
“The Inspiration of the Bible”. 

Sunday 28th 
Dr Michael Faezell:- 
“The Sovereignty of God and 
Predestination”. 
Dr.Joseph Tkach:-  
“Atonement Theology”; 
Dr.Joseph Tkach and            
Dr Michael Faezell’s -  
Question+Answers Session. 
 

James Henderson concluded 
the conference with a        
communion service. 
 

Much of the material used and 
referred to during the confer-
ence will be covered in      
sermons in all church areas 
during 2008. 

Elders, church leaders and    
pastoral council members 
from all over the UK and 
Ireland gathered together at 
the Farley Hill Methodist 
Church in Luton for the   
annual ministerial confer-
ence, which took place on        
Saturday 27th and Sunday 
28th October 2007. 
 

Dr Joseph Tkach and Dr 
Michael Faezell were both 
present and provided some 
timely doctrinal updates and 
clarification on a variety of 
subjects. 
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DATE SUBJECT SPEAKER 

 

Nov 3rd Subject to be announced Robert Harrison 

Nov 10th Combined Service Richard Dempsey 

Nov 17th Subject to be announced Roger Clarke 

Nov 24th Sermon (and Lord’s Supper / Communion service)  Edna Willis (sermon) 

Dec 1st  Subject to be announced Robin Jones 

Dec 8th  Subject to be announced Ron Gregory  

Dec 15th  Subject to be announced David Stirk 

Dec 22nd  Dr.Joseph Tkach video  
“Understanding Our Heavenly Reward”     

Wilf Hastings 
(Sermon) 

Dec 29th  Subject to be announced Phil Lewis 

“Watch and pray always”  Luke 21:36 
 

As a brief reminder in these difficult times - 
We all need to continue to pray for Gods help, healing and      
intervention in the current world situation of terrorism, wars, 
floods, famines, droughts and disasters; and for God to guide all 
world leaders and our own church leadership to make all the right 
decisions both here and around the world. 
 

Locally - we  need  to continue to pray for - 
David Silcox’  and  Bill Adlington’s full recovery. 
For God’s healing and help for Val Carol and Peter. 
For Don Birch and May; Tom Jones; Di Batty; Joyce Gregory; 
Joan Critchett (ex.Handforth);  
For all our brethren in North Wales; 
and for Sally and John Noble. 
 
 
We are also saddened to hear that Mrs Kathleen Townson was     
admitted to a care home in late September due to failing health. 
 
Kathlene has subsequently been diagnosed with bowel cancer.   
Kathleen is terminally ill and requires daily 24-hour care. 
 
Cards for Kathleen should be addressed to: 
Mrs Kathleen Townson, Room 9, Stansty House Care Home,  
                                 34 Stansty Road, Wrexham,  LL11 2BU. 
 

Submitted by Edna Willis 
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