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Question: What did Jesus mean when he said that - "The Lawtten&rophets were
proclaimed until John. Since that time, the goeds of the kingdom of God is being
preached, and everyone is forcing his way intolittke 16:16).

Answer: Before Jesus came and preached the good newswhenth the prophets
were regarded as the final word of God. The ‘good h#ws Jesus preached brought
‘freedom’ and ‘salvation’ to the most unlikely pdeptax collectors, prostitutes, publi-
cans, etc.

Now, through the grace of God, such people are abénter God’'s kingdom. This
has often been called the ‘scandal of the gosp&$.well as the law of Moses, the
scribes and Pharisees had seadgitional barriers teexcludethese ‘sinners’.

However, the salvation that Jesus was offeringinelssive not exclusive.

Citizenship in the kingdom that Jesus was establishias not going to be based on

If you have a question about a pass
of scripture or an aspect of chur

teaching or church practice, send it|t@

us and we will seek tanswer it for you

L diae ability to conform to an external set of laws,
Lput was to be based instead on faith and heart
t@bedience.

It seemed to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day
that the gates of the kingdom were being opened

to everyone regardless of how they had lived
their lives. The ‘unworthy’ appeared to be
‘forcing their way into it’.

So how did Jesus reconcile grace with fulfilling
God’s law? Jesus taught that righteousness is by
faith (Matt 21:32). It is faith in God’s son that
produces righteousness, not adherence to a writ-
ten code. As Paul later said “The letter kills but
the spirit gives life” (2 Corinthians 3:6).

However, Jesus goes on to show that ‘grace’
does not mean ‘license’ (16:17), a subject which
the apostle Paul also takes up in Romans 6:2.

Why sponsor a child?

" To ensure a child has the
basics of life.

" To give a child education and
skills for the benefit of their
personal future, their family’s
future, their community’s
future, and eventually the
future of their nation.

" To make you own personal
contribution towards tackling
world poverty.

The Mission House offers a
personal sponsorship program
for all those who would like to
get involved in meeting the
needs of children born into
extreme poverty and provides
an opportunity to sponsor a child
either individually or through
regular or one-off donations.

The Mission House , PO Box 422, Harpenden, Herts, AL5 3ZR, or email enquiries@themissionhouse.org

If you would like more information, write to:




There was a Christian lady who had to do a lotafelling for her business so
she did a lot of flying. But flying made her newgoso she always took her
Bible along with her to read, as it helped relax he
One time she was sitting next to a man.

When he saw her pull out her Bible he gave a ldtlackle and went back to
" what he was doing.

After a while, the man turned to the lady and askéau don't really believ
all that stuff in there do you?"

The lady replied "Of course | do — it is the Bihle”

He said: "Well, what about that guy that was swafld by that whale?'
She replied "Oh, Jonah. Yes | believe that, it ithe Bible."
He asked "Well, how do you suppose he survivedtat time inside the
whale?".
The lady said "Well | don't really know, but whemét to heaven | will ask
him.”.

"What if he isn't in heaven?" the man asked séiczly.
"ThenYOU can ask him!" replied the lady.
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At a church meeting a very wealthy man rose tottedl rest of those present
about his Christian faith.

"I'm a millionaire," he said, "and | attribute it to the rich blessings of God in

my life. | remember that turning point in my faith had just earned my first

dollar and | went to a church meeting that nighhe speaker was a missionary
who told us all about his work”.

| knew that | all | had was that one dollar bill iedn | had just earned and had
to either give itall to God's work onothingat all. So at that moment | decided
to give all I had, which was that one dollar to Gddelieve that God blessed
that decision, and that is why | am a rich man yoda

He finished and there was an awed silence at &igrteny as he moved toward

his seat.

As he sat down a little old lady sitting in the sapew leaned over and said to
him: "I dare you to do it again."

The Pope had just finished a tour of America and laging driven in a limousine to the airport. Hhvhever driven a limo
before, he asked the chauffeur if he could driveafavhile. Well, the chauffeur didn't like to reR) so he climbs in the
back of the limo and lets the Pope take the whaétle Pope proceeds onto a major highway and stacelerating to see
what the limo could do. He gets to about 90 mpid, suddenly he sees the blue lights of the StdieePia his mirror.
He pulls over and a highway patrol policeman cotodss window.

The policeman, seeing who the driver is, says:t"dusoment please, | need to call in." The poligeroalls in and asks for
the police chief. He tells the chief that he's g®REALLY important person pulled over, and aske th@ should handle
"It's not Ted Kennedy again is it?" replies theethi"No Sir!" replied the policeman, "This guytsuichmore important.
"Is it the Governor?" replied the chief. "Nol&wmoreimportant!" replies the police officer.

"Is it the PRESIDENT??? asked
the chief.
"No! - Even more important than
that!" replies the police officer.
"Well WHO is it?" screams the
police chief.

"I don't know Sir!" replies th
policeman, - "but he uses the Pope
as his chauffeur!"
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Letters of Appreciation

“Hi Alan, and Congratulations on your
Newsletter it's very good. Please sign me
up for a subscription. Many thanks, and
God bless you,
from Nigel” of -
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Suggestions

“Another good edition Alan - | hope W
can keep it up 2008”.

Is there space for "Letters to the editg

If so, we could mention that the t
Liverpool cathedrals are connected b
street named “Hope" - and that

nearly 20years our congregation me
a hall in a street named "Paradid

Also, perhaps we could include a se
on ‘A Story Behind a Hymn'?

from Bill Adlington.

Best wishes to all of yonr,
!

€l'Locally, we need to continue to pray for

Vo

“Watch and pray always” Luke 21:36

In these difficult times we all need o
continue to pray for Gods healing, help
and intervention in the current world

"[%ituation of terrorism, wars, floods, fam-
/d

Y
orchurch leadership to make all the right

ines, droughts and disasters; and for God
ao guide all world leaders and our own

rdecisions both here and around the woild.

od’s healing and help for -
Bill Adlington; Don and May Birch;
Tom Jones; Di Batty; Joyce Gregory;
Val and Peter Carrol;
And for all our brethren in North Wales;
and for Sally and John Noble.

We should remem-
ber in our prayers
the loving family of
a wonderful lady and
long time member of
our church, our dear
Kathleen Townson,
who sadly died on
9" November 2007.
A eulogy from her
elder son David is
enclosed in this issue.

SUBJECT

SPEAKER

Subject to be announced

Richard Dempsey

Jan 12" Subject to be announced Phil Lewis
Jan 19™ Christian Stewardship Richard Dempsey
Jan 26" Subject to be announced Wilf Hastings

Feb 2™

Subject to be announced

Richard Dempsey

Feb 9"

Subject to be announced

Roger Clarke

Feb 16" “Father — God”

Richard Dempsey

“The Highest Love”

from Dr. Joseph Tkach —and

Phil Lewis — 2nd message

Worldwide Church of God - Liverpool
Contacts: Richard Dempsey,
38 Orwell Rd, Liverpool, L4 1RQ.
Phone:0151 933 6691 or 07971997619
Email:richard.dempsey@merseymail.com
Alan Sumner: Phone: 07738157446.
1 Ardleigh Ave, Southport, PR86UD
Email: alansumner@aol.com
Phil Lewis: Phone: 07846583963
Our Worldwide Church Websites are:-
USA: www.wcg.org. UK: www.wcg.org.uk
Local Website:- www.liverpoolchurch.org




