
Alan and Phil enjoyed 
snapping photos with their 
new phones and candid 
cameras, as everyone tried 
to avoid their lenses. But 
we all enjoyed scanning 
through the photos to    
decide which ones to allow 
into the newsletter. 

Sharron was also able to 
join us after finishing  
work. She clearly enjoyed 
the welcome break from    
another long day’s work at 
the care home. 
Jim and Ron quietly     
enjoyed all the fine food 
and frivolity. 
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          Engaged! - and Wedding Bells soon!�
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Special Interest  

· Love & Marriage 

· Food for Thought 

· Hopes and Plans 

· Biblical Truth 

· God’s Magnificence 

· Giving and Sharing 

· Loving and Caring 

· Prayers for healing 

· God with us 
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Your Questions -  
              - Answered 
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Who has seen God? ��
Christian Stewardship ��
Making the tea ��
Tales to the Editor ��
Balmy Survivor ��
Mr Creaking Gate ��
Prayer Lists ��
Speaking Schedule ��

Church Mice ����
Contacts ����

	������	����	�����	  More Wonderful News!  -  John Forster, a lifetime 
member from our Liverpool Church and currently          
attending at the North London Church has just become 
engaged to be married to his girlfriend Jessica Coyle, after 
proposing to her a week ago last Saturday.  They are still at 
the planning stage so have not yet set the date, but are  
hoping to be married some time this year.  
 
 

Jess is originally from Liverpool, but they 
actually met at the Greenbelt Christian 
festival at Cheltenham in August 2006. 
 

They are both hoping to get over to see us 
in Liverpool  at  some  point  this  year.  
 

We all wish John and Jess a wonderful engagement, marriage and lifetime together. 
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After an uplifting service and inspiring sermon by Wilf Hastings last Saturday, our usual fellowship 
over tea and biscuits was followed by a very enjoyable meal together at the aptly named Chronicles 
Restaurant, just a short stroll across the car park by our meeting hall at the Bebington Civic Centre.  
After ‘rearranging’ the restaurant and it’s fine tables into an alcove under our very own palm tree, 
the good food, good company, good news and a cheerful atmosphere all combined to make for a 
very pleasant gathering where we could all enjoy quality time together and share all our news.  
It was wonderful to see Richard and Kathy’s excitement about becoming grandparents later this year.  

It was great to see Diane so excited about 
flying to the Canary Isles the next day, for 
a glorious fortnight’s holiday.  
Ron and Joyce were thrilled about their 
new Laptop computer that will enable 
them to link into the whole worldwide 
web  and our Worldwide Church websites.  

 
 
 
 
 

- and Edna and Margaret had a lovely 
time chatting with everyone at the end 
of  the  long  table. 

- - - 

A very enjoyable time was had by all, 
resulting in a firm plan to arrange more 
meals  together  at  every  opportunity. 

Food for thought�
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Question: What did the apostle John mean in John 1:18 when he said that “no 
man has seen God at any time”?  Didn’t Moses, Isaiah and Ezekiel all claim to 
have seen God? 
 

Answer:  John 1:18 states: "No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he has declared Him" 
 

Although the prophets, Isaiah and Ezekiel, speaking, prophetically, to Israel and 
Judah, both claimed to have 'seen' God, we understand that they were speaking of 
`special visions' which God had given them rather than actual physical sightings.  
The book of Isaiah, for example, opens with the words, “The vision of Isaiah, the 
son of Amoz..”  Ezekiel also states, quite clearly, that what he saw were “visions 
of God”.  These `visions' were very real, of course, in the sense that they were 
definite spiritual experiences, but neither of these prophets could be said to have 
seen God directly, with the naked eye, in the sense that John is referring to.   
The same, of course, applies to John's own `visions' in the book of Revelation, 
and to the experience of the `transfiguration', when Christ gave the disciples, 
James, Peter and John, a private `vision' of his future coming in Glory.  
 

The example of Moses was very different, however, because, in Exodus 34, God 
manifested Himself to Israel's famous `lawgiver' in such a way that He (God) was 
literally and physically present.  (Exodus 33:18-23) "And he said, I beseech you, 
show me your glory. And He said, I will make all my goodness pass before you, 
and I will proclaim the name of the Eternal before you; and will be gracious to 
whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy to whom I will show mercy. And 
He said, You can not see my face: for there shall no man see me and live. And the 
Eternal said, Behold, there is a place by me, and you shall stand upon a rock: And 
it shall come to pass, while my glory passes by, that I will put you in a cleft of the 
rock, and will cover you with my hand while I pass by: And I will take away my 
hand, and you shall see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen" 
 

In order to understand what actually took place, (in chapter 34:5-8), we should 
notice that God explains to Moses precisely what is about to happen.  Moses had 
asked to see God's `glory' (33:18) and God had said that it was impossible for any 
man to see God, however, He would make His 'goodness pass before him' and 
would 'proclaim His name before him' (33:19) but notice what God said, (Verse 
20), "You can not see my face: for there shall no man see me and live". [The   
Hebrew word `Panim', translated `face', is often translated as 'person' or 
`presence' [see Young's Analytical Concordance]  

The Question and Answer section of the   
Liverpool Church News is provided as a ser-
vice to members of the Liverpool Church and 
in response to questions submitted by local 
church members. All answers relating to   
requests to explain Bible verses are intended 
only as a guide to understanding the scriptural 
references addressed and are intended to 
prompt further independent Bible Study.  
They should not be regarded as definitive     
nor authoritative in any way and do not          
necessarily represent the ’official’ viewpoint 
of the Worldwide Church of  God. 

If you have a question about a 
passage of scripture or any      
aspect of church teaching or 
church practice, send it to us and 
we will seek to answer it for you. 

God is saying to Moses, 'you cannot see My 'person' (or `My presence') and live'. So God decides that the only solution is to 
hide Moses in a crack in the rock where he would be able to hear God's voice and experience God's presence, but cover him 
so that he could NOT SEE ANYTHING until after God had passed by. Only then was he able to come out and he would see 
God's 'back', as it were, (or his 'afterglow' which would be a more accurate description). [The Hebrew word 'Achor', trans-
lated 'back parts', simply means 'Afterwards', 'behind ' or 'back' [see Young's Analytical Concordance]  
God makes it perfectly clear to Moses, from the very outset, that he could NEVER have a direct vision of God and live to 
tell of it.  Moses was certainly allowed to come as close to God as was humanly possible, (and still remain living).   
But even Moses never had a direct view of God in the sense that the apostle John means. 
So the point John is making in John 1:18 is that Jesus is the first true revelation of God, the fullness of the Father’s glory 
(Colossians 2:9) in bodily form.  This is the really exciting thing about the New Testament. God not only comes down to 
dwell among men but to partake in our humanity. As Jesus said himself later in John’s gospel: “He that has seen me has 
seen the Father” (John 14:9). 
 



A  man   and   his  wife  were  having   an  argument  about 
who  should  brew  the  tea each  morning. 
The  wife  said, "You should do it,  because you get up first, 
and then we don't have to wait as long to get our tea."   
The  husband  said  -    "You   are   in   charge   of   cooking  
around here  so  you should do it,   because   that   is   your  
job,  and  I  can  just  wait  for  my t ea." 
The wife replies, "No, you should do it, and besides,  it is in 
the Bible that the man should do the tea."  
The husband replies, "I can't believe that, show me!"   
So she fetched the Bible, and opened the New Testament 
and showed him at the top of several pages, that it indeed 
says:-   
"HEBREWS!" 

Who makes the tea? 
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Christian Stewardship -What does it mean to you? 
Christian stewardship and Christian giving go hand in 
hand.  Showing generosity towards others is one of the 
primary ways in which Christians demonstrate the fruit of 
the Holy Spirit at work in their lives.   
 

In Acts 10:4 (and 10:31) God blessed Cornelius and told 
him, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a 
memorial offering before God."  James, the Lord’s brother 
tells us that "religion that God our Father accepts as pure 
and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in 
their distress..."   (James 1:27). 

                                      Paul  also encourages the brethren to "remember  the  poor." (Galatians 2:10). 
 

In our January issue, the point was made that the New Testament is about a new Beginning, ‘a new Creation’ “born not of 
blood, not of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:13).   

But what really is new about the New Testament is Jesus himself.  

It is clear that the gospel writers wanted their readers to understand that everything that had been promised and hoped for in 
the Old Testament, was now fulfilled in Jesus (Galatians 4:4-6; Hebrews 11:13-16).  
Christian stewardship is all about our response to what Jesus has done for us.   
In Jesus, God has acted in sacrificial love for us, how will we re-act?   
God has taken the initiative, but what will our response be?   
 

Jesus came to the world to save mankind and invites us to have a part in reaching 
out to the lost. We have come to understand that without Christ, we are truly   
impoverished.  
Jesus accepts responsibility for all humanity, even for their sin. That  the way of 
the cross is the way he expects us to follow in our daily walk with him. This is the 
kind of stewardship that we have been called to emulate, because even we, who 
have been called and accepted of God, if we fail to live a life of self sacrifice,  are 
‘wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked’ (Revelation 3:17) in God’s sight. 

Our lives must be continually offered to God, because everything belongs to God, 
and we prosper only through God’s goodness and mercy.  This is what it means to 
live under grace. 

We must carefully manage the resources God has given us and the greatest     
resource of all is God himself. From the time of Abraham, God’s servants have 
drawn strength from the certainty that ‘God is with them’ and it is this conviction 
that determines our attitude to giving.  

The kind of ‘stewardship’ to which Christians are called is profound (Mark 8:34-7).  
Jesus’ invitation to ‘take up your cross’ sounds uncomfortable and extreme to us. 
However, we should remember that, unless we do this very thing, we cannot be 
truly alive in Christ and our Christianity will be something of a sham.   
Jesus spelt out this stewardship, not in terms of law, but of grace.  
This isn’t some ‘tiresome’ duty - this is eternal life. 

Peace 



Worldwide Church of God - Liverpool  
Contacts:  Richard Dempsey,  
    38 Orwell Rd, Liverpool, L4 1RQ. 
    Phone:0151 933 6691 or 07971997619 
    Email:richard.dempsey@merseymail.com 
  Alan Sumner: Phone: 07738157446. 
             1 Ardleigh Ave, Southport, PR86UD 
                        Email: alansumner@aol.com 
  Phil Lewis:     Phone: 07846583963 
  Our  Worldwide Church Websites are:- 
  USA: www.wcg.org.   UK: www.wcg.org.uk 
  Local Website:-   www.liverpoolchurch.org 
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“Watch and pray always” Luke 21:36 
 

In these difficult times we all need to     
continue to pray for Gods healing, help and 
intervention in the current world situation of 
terrorism, wars, floods, famines, droughts 
and disasters; and for God to guide all world 
leaders and our own church leadership to 
make all the right decisions both here and 
around the world. 
Locally, we need to continue to pray for 
God’s continued healing and help for - 
Bill Adlington; Di Batty; Don+May Birch;  
Val and Peter Carrol; Joyce Gregory;  
Margaret Gilbert’s daughter Frances; 
Tom Jones; Brian  Sparks and Shirley;  
and all our brethren in North Wales; and 
Sally+John Noble. 
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Liverpool  Church  News is a local  
church newsletter which relies on     
material submitted by local church 
members, some of which is gleaned 
from the internet and other sources. 
Whilst every effort is made to ensure the 
accuracy and authenticity of the content, 
the editors can assume no liability for 
any errors, typographical or otherwise.   
Readers should understand that the 
magazine is intended primarily as a  
local information resource and literary 
digest, so should be regarded as such. 
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         Submitted by Ron Gregory 
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DATE SUBJECT SPEAKER 

Feb 2nd   Subject to be announced Richard Dempsey 

Feb 9th Subject to be announced Roger Clarke 

Feb 16th  “Father — God” Richard Dempsey  

Feb 23rd  “The Highest Love” from Dr. Joseph Tkach – and  Phil Lewis – 2nd message 

March 1st Short sermon Ron Gregory 

March 8th Subject to be announced Phil Lewis  

March 15th Subject to be announced Edna Willis 

March 22nd “Faith in Christ” -  and Annual Lord’s Supper Service Richard Dempsey 

 Easter Sunday is March 23rd   

March 29th Subject to be announced David Stirk 


