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 A Christmas Message -“Hallelujah What a Saviour” 
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When we think of Christmas, we tend to think of snowy scenes, families coming together, 
decorative trees, brightly coloured lights and children playing party games or delighting in 
new toys and presents.  All of these things have helped to make Christmas a really      
wonderful time for many people.  But Christmas can be a sad and lonely time too for those 
who are less fortunate and the true meaning of this wonderful season can easily be lost if 
the focus is only on the physical benefits and pleasures that it can bring. 
 
However, what is really ‘wonderful’ about the Christmas season is that it draws attention to 
the only thing that really matters. The truth that Christ has come!   And Christmas         
celebrates the coming into the world of the Saviour of mankind.   
 
A few weeks ago, visiting speaker Roger Clarke, from Northampton, introduced his sermon 
by directing us to Isaiah 9:6 “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is give n: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,  The Prince of Peace.”      
Roger drew our attention to the fact that one of titles given to the saviour is Wonderful   
and he went on to demonstrate what a ‘wonderful’ saviour we have, using the word 
‘wonderful’ as an acronym to describe some of the many aspects of Jesus’ life and work.  
 
The city of Liverpool is proud to possess two grand symbols of the Christian faith in the 
form of two cathedrals, both of which are dedicated to Christ.  The Metropolitan (Roman 
Catholic) cathedral is dedicated specifically to Christ the King.  Although we are not told 
precisely when Jesus was born, Christmas is the time of year when Christians the world 
over have for centuries celebrated the event recorded by Luke in his gospel: “For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour , which is Christ the Lord.”   
 
There is a famous hymn by Philip P. Bliss called ‘Hallelujah, What a Saviour’ which        
contains the following lines: 
 
Guilty, vile and helpless we 
Spotless Lamb of God was He 
Full atonement! Can it be? 
Hallelujah, what a Saviour! 
 
How true those words are.      
Jesus Christ is the reason we 
celebrate Christmas.   
Our focus should be on the love, 
the joy and the peace that he 
brings to us regardless of our 
circumstances.  He is the true 
Light of the World, the one who 
came to bring us abundant life.  
Without Jesus, life is meaningless 
and Christmas is nothing without 
Christ.   
          Hallelujah,  what a Saviour!  
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The Question and Answer section of the Liverpool 
Church News is provided as a service to members of 
the Liverpool Church and in response to questions 
submitted by local church members.  All answers 
relating to requests to explain Bible verses are in-
tended only as a guide to understanding the scriptural 
references in question and are intended to prompt 
further independent Bible Study.  They should not be 
regarded as definitive or authoritative in any way and 
do not necessarily represent the viewpoint of the 
Worldwide Church of God, unless clearly stated. 

If you have a question about a passage 
of scripture or an aspect of church 
teaching or church practice, send it to 
us and we will seek to answer it for you. 

rise not then we are false witnesses of God  
(v. 15). If the dead do not rise then Christ is 
not risen (v. 16). If Christ is not risen, then 
you are still in your sins (v. 17) and those 
who have died in Christ are perished (v. 18).   
But Paul then declares: “now is Christ risen 
from the dead, and become the first-fruits of 
(the dead)” (v. 20).  He continues; “for since 
by man came death, by man came also the       
resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all 
die, so in Christ shall all be made 
alive”  (v.21-22).  Paul then reveals how Jesus 
has triumphed over his enemies and will go 
on to subdue them all, including ‘the last 
enemy’, death itself, Jesus being now subject 
only to God the Father, “that God may be all 
in all” (v. 23-28).   
“Otherwise” continues Paul, (if what we have 
just said isn’t true and Jesus hasn’t triumphed 
over the grave), “what will they do who are 
baptised for the dead, If the dead rise not at 
all?” (1 Cor 15:29). 
One possible reason why this verse has       
produced so much controversy is because the 
focus has always been on the words: 
‘baptised for the dead’ (AV), which appears 
strange to us due to the tendency to see this 
expression as referring to two distinct groups: 
(‘those being baptised’ (supposedly on behalf 
of other persons now dead) and the ‘the 
dead’ (on whose behalf, it is thought, these 
‘vicarious’ baptisms are being performed).   
However, Paul appears to express concern, in 
this verse, only for those being baptised: 
“What will they do?” he asks; and it could be 
argued that such concern is somewhat 
‘misplaced’, given that Paul’s theme  
throughout the passage is the resurrection 
(and therefore the hope) of the dead.    
Unless, of course, ‘those being baptised’ and 
‘the dead’, spoken of in this passage, are one 
and the same. If that is the case, then Paul’s 
expression of concern specifically ‘for those 
being baptised’ becomes more understand-
able.  Let’s explore this possibility. 
Paul’s question, “What will they do?”      
reminds us of the question asked by the 
crowd that had gathered on the day of Pente-
cost to hear Peter explain to them that they 
were all guilty of the blood of the Lord.  They 
were immediately, ‘pricked in their hearts’, 
and cried out: “What shall we do?” (Acts 
2:37)  Peter’s response was to instruct them 
to repent and be baptised. This was now their 
only hope.    
It is clear from the way Paul writes that he 
expects his readers to understand what he is 
referring to.  So, how did the church at Cor-
inth understand baptism? As far as the church 
in Corinth was concerned, Paul was their 
teacher and guide in all spiritual matters and 
this is how he explains what baptism is all 
about: 
Once an individual becomes personally      
convicted of sin, he or she is ‘slain’ explains 
Paul (Rom 7:11), using his own experience as 

Question - 
What does Paul mean in 1stCorinthians 
15:29 when he refers to those who are 
‘baptised for the dead’? 
Answer - 
We can be reasonably certain that Paul is 
not speaking here of some strange Christian   
practice of ‘baptising the dead’ by proxy, 
which is how some have chosen to interpret 
this verse; simply because the New Testa-
ment reveals that repentance and belief are 
both prerequisites of baptism (Acts 2:38; 
Acts 16:31; Mark 16:16) and this would 
seem to make a mockery of the sacrament. 
Neither is he likely to be referring to a local 
pagan    practice, which others have specu-
lated might explain Paul’s comments, as 
this would hardly have helped to support his 
argument. 
On the contrary, Paul uses devastating logic, 
throughout this section of his letter, in order 
to achieve his purpose, which is to        
demonstrate the absolute certainty of the 
resurrection, which he presents as ‘the hope 
of the dead’ and an essential element of the 
gospel      message.   
If we trace Paul’s line of thought in this   
passage, then what he says in verse 29     
hopefully becomes less obscure. Paul makes 
the following points: Christ died for our sins 
(v. 3) and was raised again the third day, 
according to the scriptures (v. 4). Since we 
preach that Christ is raised from the dead, 
how can some (Christians) say there is no 
resurrection? (v.12). If there is no          
resurrection, then Christ is not risen (v. 13).   
If Christ is not risen, then our preaching 
and your faith is in vain (v. 14). If the dead 

an example, and through repentance is     
considered ‘dead’ both to the law and to sin 
(Rom 6:2; 7:9; Col 2:13; Col 3:3; Eph 
2:52; Tim 2:11).  Baptism provides a way 
in which those who are now considered 
‘dead’ in this way (Col 3:3) can be       
symbolically ‘buried’ with Christ (Col 
2:12; 2 Tim 2:11), in order that they may 
be ‘raised again’ with him.   
The individual being baptised joins Christ 
in his death, in order that they may be 
raised with him through the power of his 
resurrection (Rom 6:3-4).  So that the final 
‘deliverance’ from ‘this body of 
death’ (Rom 7:24), as Paul calls it, comes 
through the hope of resurrection to a new 
life, which baptism symbolises and which 
the gift of the Holy Spirit confirms through 
its inner work of regeneration.   
Those now ‘dead’ through sin are symboli-
cally ‘buried’ with Christ (only ‘the dead’ 
are buried), being immersed in the waters 
of baptism, and are given new life by being 
raised up with him, which is symbolised by 
their being raised up out of the water (Rom 
6:4) and made sure by the receiving of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Regardless of how we choose to interpret 
the phrase ‘baptised for the dead,, Paul’s 
point, in 1 Corinthians 15:29, is clearly to 
show that baptism offers no hope at all and 
is of no benefit, if Christ is not raised from 
the dead.  In the very next verse, he places 
himself in the same category as those who 
have ‘died’ to the flesh when he says: “...I 
die daily” (v. 31; see also Phil 3:10-11).          
 

But, like Paul, we “thank God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord…” (Rom 7:25) that 
Jesus is risen and there is indeed a        
resurrection to come.  
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Three men died on Christmas Eve and were met by Saint Peter at the pearly gates.  
 

Saint Peter said "In  honour  of  the  Christmas  season  you  must  each  possess  
something  that symbolizes Christmas in order to get into heaven”. 
   

The first man fumbled through his pockets, pulled out a lighter and lit it, saying -       
"It represents a candle!"  
So Saint Peter said "You may pass through the pearly gates."  
 

The second man reached into his pocket and pulled out a set of keys, shook them and 
said - "They're bells!" -  so Saint Peter said "You may pass through the pearly gates." 
 

The third man started searching desperately through his pockets and finally pulled out 
a pair of women's glasses.  
 

Saint Peter looked at the man with a raised eyebrow and asked him - 
- "And just what do  those symbolize?”  -   So the man replied  -  "They're Carol's!" 
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Celebrating 6 months of the Liverpool Church News 
 

The month of December marks the first milestone for the Liverpool Church News. 
   

It’s hard to believe that 6 months have passed since we printed our first issue and the Liverpool Church members have every 
right to be especially proud of how well the first 5 issues have been received.   
 

The magazine is also uploaded to the Liverpool Church web site at www.liverpoolchurch.org each month and is viewed by     
people from many parts of the world. 
 

As a result, we have had many positive comments from members from other Worldwide Church of God UK church areas 
who have seen the magazine and commented positively about it.   
 

Once again, we would like to thank Alan Sumner for his efforts in making sure we have sufficient content each month by 
encouraging contributions from local members, and for all of the time and effort that goes into the design, setup and printing 
of each issue.  
 

We must also thank everyone for their individual contributions which have brought so much interest to the newsletter.  

 

A boy begs his father to get him a real Christmas tree this year.   
 

Each year, the boy asks - and his father tells him "They’re too expensive and I don’t 
want to pay for one".  But the son kept begging him.  
 

Finally, unable to bear his son's whining any longer,  he picks up his axe one day, 
heads out of the house, and later returns with a huge Christmas tree. 
 

"How did you cut it down so fast?" his son asks.   
 

"I didn't cut it down"  his father replied "I got it at the garden centre". 
 

"Then why did you bring an axe?" asked his son. 
 

"Because I didn't want to pay for it!" 

More Fun — Entering Heaven 



Worldwide Church of God - Liverpool  
Contacts:-   Richard Dempsey,  
  38 Orwell Rd, Liverpool, L4 1RQ. 
  Phone:0151 933 6691 or 07971997619 
  Email:richard.dempsey@merseymail.com 
Alan Sumner: Phone: 07738157446. 
               Email: alansumner@aol.com 
Phil Lewis:      Phone: 07960997812 
              Email:phillewis15@hotmail.com 
Our Worldwide Church Websites are:- 
USA: www.wcg.org.   UK: www.wcg.org.uk 
Local website:  -   www.liverpoolchurch.org 

So, if inside your ‘inbox’, 
My Grandma you should see, 
Please ‘copy’, ‘scan’ and 
‘paste’ her, 
And send her back to me. 
 
Moral: We do not stop playing 
because we grow old. 
We grow old because we stop 
playing. 
 

Submitted by Bill Adlington 
from the internet 

The computer swallowed 
Grandma. 
Yes, honestly it’s true. 
She pressed ‘control’ and 
‘enter’, 
And disappeared from view. 
 
It devoured her completely 
The thought just makes me 
squirm. 
She must have caught a virus 
Or been eaten by a worm. 
 
I’ve searched through the 
recycle bin 
And files of every kind; 
I’ve even used the internet, 
But nothing did I find. 
 
In desperation, I asked 
Jeeves, 
My searches to refine. 
The reply from him was 
negative. 
Not a thing was found online 
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DATE SUBJECT SPEAKER 

 

Dec 1st  The Message in the Gospels Robin Jones 

Dec 8th  Subject to be announced Ron Gregory  

Dec 15th  Subject to be announced David Stirk 

Dec 22nd  No Services in Liverpool  

Dec 29th  No Services in Liverpool  

Jan 5th Subject to be announced Richard Dempsey 

Jan 12th Subject to be announced Phil Lewis 

Jan 19th Subject to be announced Wilf Hastings 

Jan 26th  Subject to be announced Richard Dempsey  

“Watch and pray always”  Luke 21:36 
 

As a brief reminder in these difficult times - 
We all need to continue to pray for Gods help, healing 
and intervention in the current world situation of         
terrorism, wars, floods, famines, droughts and disasters; 
and for God to guide all world leaders and our own 
church leadership to make all the right decisions both here 
and around the world. 
 

Locally, we  need  to continue to pray for - 
David Silcox’  and  Bill Adlington’s full recovery. 
For God’s healing and help for Val Carol and Peter. 
For Don Birch and May; Tom Jones; Di Batty;               
Joyce     Gregory; 
For all our brethren in North Wales; 
and for Sally and John Noble. 
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Liverpool  Church  News  relies  on  material      
submitted by local church members, some of 
which is gleaned from the internet and other 
sources, and, while every effort is made to ensure 
the accuracy and authenticity of the content,       
the  editors  can assume no liability  for any errors, 
                   typographical or otherwise.   


