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A Christmas Greeting 
Dear Readers, 
 
As 2007 draws to a close, the Liverpool Church looks back on an eventful year. 
 
2007 saw the establishment of our Pastoral Council, the new Liverpool Church News and also 
the Liverpool Church Website, all of which have been very encouraging developments. 
 
Liverpool has always been noted for its unique brand of humour and it has been the birthplace 
of many famous comedians.  In 1974, just a year before the Liverpool Church came into exis-
tence, one of Liverpool’s oldest comics, Billy Matchett, died at the grand old age of 84.   
 
Bill was once an old music hall comedian who used to be known as “the Mirthquake" and "The 
last of the red-nosed comics"   
 
The following is attributed to Billy Matchett (born in Beaufort Street, Toxteth) and is a Liverpool 
Christmas greeting in the form of a poem, which spells Happy Christmas when you put together 
the first letters of each line of the poem: 
 

Here's a greeting from the old Pier Head in the Port  of Liverpool 

And may your ship come home to you, full laden on th is Yule. 

Perhaps you've turkey, perhaps scouse, perhaps just Xmas pud. 

Please, as you eat, and sup, believe--I wish you all  things good. 

You can be sure this will endure, it's better far th an quids. 

Come as an appetizer or to scarper from the kids 

Hiking round this city great. I love it with all my heart 

Round Scotty Road or Limey, or even posher part 

In Cabbage Hall or Knotty Ash (whur coppers walk in purs) 

Soho St. where Mother yells, "Johnnie get up them st urs!" 

To Marshy Lane or Parky Road we'll make our sober wa y 

Me Judy's Xmas tie well hid, to Brunny Dock an' snif f duh spray 

And then return to fireside gay to pull a Christmas cracker 

So may your day in every way be a gear one, me ould Whacker.  
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Question -  
What is Jesus referring to in Luke 17:37? 
 

Answer - 
The question is asked by the disciples: 
“Where, Lord?” the judgement is to 
take place that Jesus has just described 
(in verses 34-36), whereby the wicked 
are ‘taken’ completely by surprise, 
unlike the saints who will be watching 
and waiting for the Lord’s appearing 
(Luke 12:37).   
Jesus reveals that the judgement he is 
speaking about will come suddenly 
upon the wicked and without warning 
(v. 29-30; 12:46).   
However, the disciples are keen to 
know where this judgement is going to 
take place.   
But Jesus’ answer is in the form of a 
proverb: “Wherever the carcass is, 
there the vultures will be gathered”.   
In this section of Luke’s gospel, Jesus 
is clearly referring to events leading to 
his return (v. 20-37) and, although 
Revelation 19:17 paints a very graphic 
scene, using similar imagery, where the 
‘fowls of the air’ are invited to feed on 

the dead bodies of the wicked; it is 
doubtful whether Jesus’ statement in 
Luke 17:37 was intended to be taken 
literally in this way. 
The point Jesus appears to be making 
is simply that when the final judgement 
comes, it will be immediately preceded 
by a degree of moral and spiritual   
corruption previously unimaginable.  
The righteous will be able to read the 
‘signs of the times’ and know that 
judgement is not only inevitable but 
near at hand.  The wicked will be 
overtaken wherever they are, whereas 
the righteous have nothing to fear. 
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which were later placed in the ark of the 
covenant. 
 
Paul’s thought in verse 14 is directly 
linked to the preceding verse, which 
states that “… you, being dead in your 
sins (through transgression of the law)… 
hath he quickened together with him, 
having forgiven you all trespasses 
…” (v. 13) So our righteousness is no 
longer be based on the law (obedience to 
the ten commandments), but is a right-
eousness “without the law” (Rom 3:21), 
being grounded in the righteousness of 
God’s son who has “… abolished in his 
flesh the enmity, [even] the law of com-
mandments [contained] in ordi-
nances…” (Ephes 2:15). 
 
The law was good in itself but, because 
of sin, the ten commandments stood 
against us and condemned us, so that the 
law became, says Paul, a ministry of 
death in letters engraved on stones 
…” (2 Cor 3:7). 
 
This law that once stood against us, God 
has taken out of the way and replaced it 
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Question - 
Does the ‘written code’ spoken of in 
Colossians 2:14 refer to the ten com-
mandments? 
Answer - 
Colossians 2:14 reads: “Blotting out 
the handwriting of ordinances 
(“written code” NIV) that was against 
us, which was contrary to us, and took 
it out of the way, nailing it to his 
cross”.   
 
The term ‘handwriting of ordi-
nances’ (‘written code’ NIV) in this 
verse is clearly a reference to the ten 
commandments which God himself 
wrote on two tables of stone which he 
gave to Moses on the mount, and 
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with the righteousness of his own son 
who has nailed the law’s require-
ments, and therefore our indebtedness 
and guilt, to his cross. 

 

The Question and Answer section of the Liverpool 
Church News is provided as a service to members of 
the Liverpool Church and in response to questions 
submitted by local church members.  All answers 
relating to requests to explain Bible verses are in-
tended only as a guide to understanding the scriptural 
references in question and are intended to prompt 
further independent Bible Study.  They should not be 
regarded as definitive or authoritative in any way and 
do not necessarily represent the viewpoint of the 
Worldwide Church of God unless clearly stated" . 

If you have a question about a passage 
of scripture or an aspect of church 
teaching or church practice, send it to 
us and we will seek to answer it for you. 
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On the Twelve Days of Christmas, My True Love Gave to Me . . . 
December 30, 2007 
Dear Dave, 
When I opened my door, there were 
actually six geese a-laying on my front 
steps. So you're back to the birds again, 
huh?  Those geese are very dear, but 
where will I keep them?  The 
neighbours are complaining, and I am 
unable to sleep with all the racket.  
Please stop dear. 
Cordially, 
Alice. 
 

December 31, 2007 
Dave, 
What is with you and those stupid 
birds!?  Seven swans-a-swimming!!  
What kind of sick joke is this!!??  
There are bird droppings everywhere! 
They never shut up, and I don't get any 
sleep!!!  I'm a nervous wreck! It's not 
funny you weirdo, so stop with the 
birds. 
Sincerely, 
Alice. 
 
January 1, 2008 
O.K. wise guy, 
The birds were bad enough.  Now what 
do you expect me to do with eight 
maids a-milking? If that's not bad 
enough, they had to bring their cows!!  
The front lawn was completely ruined 
by them, and I can't move into my own 
house! Just lay off me or you'll be 
sorry! 
Alice. 
 

January 2, 2008 
Hey loser, 
What are you?  You must be some kind 
of sadist!!  Now there are nine pipers 
playing, and they certainly do play!  
They haven't stopped chasing those 
maids since they got here!  The cows 
are getting upset, and they're stepping 
all over those screeching birds. The 
neighbours are getting up a petition to 
evict me, and I'm going out of my 
mind! 
You'll get yours! 
Alice. 
 

January 3, 2008 
You rotten scumbag!!! 
There are now ten ladies dancing! 
There is only one problem with that! 
They're dancing twenty-four hours a 
day all around me with the pipers up-
setting the cows and the maids. The 
cows can't sleep, and they are going to 

Contrary to popular opinion, the twelve 
days of Christmas begin with Christmas 
day and continue to January 6th 
(Epiphany) actually finishing the eve-
ning before which was known as 
‘Twelfth Night’ as can be seen from 
this amusing story illustrating the dan-
ger of sending too many presents: 
 
Dearest Dave, 
I went to the door today, and the 
postman delivered a partridge in a 
pear tree.  
This was a delightful gift!  I couldn't 
have been more surprised or pleased 
darling! 
With truly the deepest love, 
Alice. 
 

December 26, 2007 
Dearest Dave, 
Today the postman brought me yet an-
other of your sweet gifts. The two turtle 
doves that arrived today are adorable, 
and I'm delighted by your thoughtful 
and generous ways. 
With all of my love, 
Your Alice. 
 

December 27, 2007 
Dearest Dave, 
You've truly been too kind! I must pro-
test; I don't deserve such generosity.  
The thought of getting three French 
hens amazes me. Yet, I am not sur-
prised - what more should I expect from 
such a nice person? 
Love, 
Alice. 
 

December 28, 2007 
Dear Dave, 
Four calling birds arrived in the mail 
today. They are truly nice but don't you 
think that enough is enough? You are 
being too romantic. 
Affectionately, 
Alice. 
 

December 29, 2007 
Dearest darling Dave, 
It was a surprise to get five golden 
rings! I now have one for every finger. 
You truly are impossible darling, yet oh 
how I love it! Quite frankly, all of those 
squawking birds from the previous days 
were starting to get on my nerves. Yet, 
you managed to come through with a 
beautiful valuable gift! 
All my love, 
Alice. 
 

the bathroom everywhere!  
The council has written asking me if I 
can think of any reason why the house 
shouldn't be condemned!  I can't even 
think of a reason! You creep! I'm get-
ting the police on to you! 
One who means it! 
 
 

January 4, 2008 
Listen, you evil, sadistic, maniac! 
What's with the eleven lords-a-
leaping?!?  They are leaping across the 
rooms breaking everything and even 
injuring some of the maids!  The place 
smells, is an absolute mad house, and is 
about to be condemned! At least the 
birds are quiet; they were trampled to 
death by the cows. I hope you are satis-
fied - you rotten vicious worthless piece 
of garbage! 
Your sworn enemy, 
Alice. 
 
January 5, 2008 
The Law Offices of 
Badger, Rees, and Brogan 
20 Knave Street 
Liverpool, Merseyside 
Dear sir, 
This is to acknowledge your latest gift 
of twelve fiddlers-fiddling which you 
have seen fit to inflict on our client, one 
Alice McCormack. The destruction of 
course was total.  If you attempt to 
reach Ms. McCormack at Happy Daze 
Respite Care Home, the attendants have 
instructions to shoot you on site. 
Please direct all correspondence to this 
office in the future. With this letter, 
please find attached a warrant for your 
arrest. 
Cordially, 
Badger, Rees, and Brogan (Solicitors). 



Worldwide Church of God - Liverpool  
Contacts:-   Richard Dempsey,  
  38 Orwell Rd, Liverpool, L4 1RQ. 
  Phone:0151 933 6691 or 07971997619 
  Email:richard.dempsey@merseymail.com 
Alan Sumner: Phone: 07738157446. 
               Email: alansumner@aol.com 
Phil Lewis:      Phone: 07960997812 
              Email:phillewis15@hotmail.com 
Our Worldwide Church Websites are:- 
USA: www.wcg.org.   UK: www.wcg.org.uk 
Local website:  -   www.liverpoolchurch.org 

Not My birthday! 
Five year old Billy was showing all 
his Christmas presents to his Granma 
when she asked him,-“Did you get 
everything you wanted for Christ-
mas?” 
He though for a moment, then replied        
-“No Granma, but that’s OK, because 

it wasn’t MY 
birthday!”  

You Turned-Off Jesus? 
To show the splendor of the newborn 
Saviour in a church Christmas pag-
eant, an electric light bulb was hidden 
in the manger. 
All the church lights were to be turned 
off, leaving just the manger light on  
to light up the baby Jesus. 
But the boy controlling the lights  
accidentally turned ALL the lights off, 
causing a gasp from the congrega-
tion. But the tense silence that fol-
lowed was suddenly broken by a little 
shepherds loud whisper - 
 -”Hey! - You’ve turned off Jesus!” 
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DATE SUBJECT SPEAKER 

 

Dec 15th  Subject to be announced David Stirk 

Dec 22nd  No Services in Liverpool  

Dec 29th  No Services in Liverpool  

Jan 5th Subject to be announced Richard Dempsey 

Jan 12th Subject to be announced Phil Lewis 

Jan 19th Subject to be announced Wilf Hastings 

Jan 26th  Subject to be announced Richard Dempsey  

“Watch and pray always” Luke 21:36 
 

As a brief reminder in these difficult times  
we all need to continue to pray for Gods 
help, healing and intervention in the     
current world situation of terrorism, wars, 
floods, famines, droughts and disasters; 
and for God to guide all world leaders and 
our own church leadership to make all the 
right decisions both here and around the 
world. 
 

Locally, we need to continue to pray          
for God’s healing and help for - 
Bill Adlington; Don and May Birch;  
Tom Jones; Di Batty; Joyce Gregory; 
Val and Peter Carrol; 
For all our brethren in North Wales; 
and for Sally and John Noble. 
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Liverpool  Church  News  relies  on  
material submitted by local church 
members, some of which is gleaned 
from the internet and other sources, 
and, while every effort is made to 
ensure the accuracy and authenticity 
of the content, the editors can       
assume no liability for any errors, 
typographical or otherwise.   
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Born in a Barn! 
A four year old little 
girl often forgot to 
close the door when 
coming in the house. 
Finally, her father 
scolded her and 
shouted -“Shut that 
door! Were you born 
in a barn?” 
She looked inquisi-
tively at her father 
and replied -“No!  -  but Jesus was!” 

    
 
 

                          

 
 
 

 


